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I did, my young friend never leaving me. On the third
morning I felt tolerably well and that day joined the usual
party at dinner.

On the 8th the wind changed, blowing fresh from the
North, which produced an alteration I could not have
believed had I not felt it. From a really oppressive
degree of heat it suddenly became so cold that we were all
shivering with cloth coats on, and at dinner found a cheer-
ful blazing fire most acceptable and comfortable. From
that day there was a constant keen wind, with beautifully
clear weather, enabling us to take as much exercise as we
chose without risk of endangering our health, which was
far from being the case during the heats.

From the nature of the place, as akeady described,
Canton afforded little variety, except for the first few days,
after which there was nothing but repetition of the same
round, yet time flew quickly away, and the period fixed
for our leaving China was rapidly approaching. The Crutten-
den and two other ships were to sail on the 5th of Decem-
ber. Bob was so sincerely attached to me that for several
days previous thereto he entirely lost his spirits at the
thoughts of our parting. On the morning of the 2nd of the
month he came, soon after day light, to my bedside to say
he had a great favour to ask which I must promise to
grant. I answered there was nothing in my power I would
not readily do to gratify or oblige him, and so in truth I
would, for had the charming boy been my nearest and
dearest relation I could not have felt more attached than
I was to him. He appeared delighted at my answer, and
after a pause, looking wistfully in my face, and with some
hesitation, he said what he wanted was that I should leave
the Plassey and go home with him in the Cruttenden.

This request, so wholly unexpected and unlocked for, sur-
prized and in some measure vexed me, for although I should
have been happy at being with him, I felt it would be as un-
grateful as improper in me after Captain WaddelTs repeated
kindnesses to me, thus to quit his ship, and even had my
respect for him not operated Captain Baker was not exactly